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The clash between the American Bonhomme Richard and the British HMS Serapis during the American
Revolutionary War is perhaps the most famous single-ship duel in history. This epic battle between two very
similar ships - and crews - off the coast of Britain in September 1779 created two naval heroes: in victory
John Paul Jones became a figure that all future American naval officers would aspire to emulate, while
Richard Pearson, in defeat, became a hero to the British for a tenacious defense that allowed the merchant
vessels under his protection to escape.

In September 1779 five warships loosely commanded by John Paul Jones and sailing under the American
flag - although all but one had all been loaned or donated by France, a key American ally - were moving
down the Yorkshire coast when they encountered a Baltic merchant convoy of over 40 ships escorted by two
British vessels, the Serapis and the Countess of Scarborough. A confused encounter battle culminated in the
Bonhomme Richard, already severely damaged by British gunnery, deliberately colliding with the Serapis as
John Paul Jones strove to board and capture the Royal Navy vessel before his own sank beneath him. The
two ships continued to exchange devastating fire at point-blank range; an American grenade exploded on an
arms chest on the Serapis, causing massive destruction on deck. Even so, the outcome of the battle remained
inconclusive throughout the night until the British captain Richard Pearson, seeing that the merchant vessels
under his protection had reached safety, reluctantly decided to surrender to his exhausted adversary. The
Countess of Scarborough also surrendered, and the American squadron (minus the Bonhomme Richard,
which promptly sank) were able to escape with their two prizes, observed by thousands of onlookers from
the Yorkshire coastline.

Featuring specially commissioned full-color artwork, this is the story of an epic maritime clash at the height
of the Revolutionary War that provided a founding legend for generations of US naval officers and
demonstrated the intrepidity and fighting prowess of the fledgling American Navy.
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From reader reviews:

James Cooper:

The book Bonhomme Richard vs Serapis: Flamborough Head 1779 (Duel) gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book
Bonhomme Richard vs Serapis: Flamborough Head 1779 (Duel) to get your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Bonhomme Richard vs Serapis: Flamborough
Head 1779 (Duel). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Dollie Simmons:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book Bonhomme Richard vs Serapis:
Flamborough Head 1779 (Duel) was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Bonhomme Richard vs Serapis:
Flamborough Head 1779 (Duel) is not only giving you much more new information but also being your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with all the book Bonhomme Richard vs Serapis: Flamborough Head 1779 (Duel). You never
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Paul Frazier:

This Bonhomme Richard vs Serapis: Flamborough Head 1779 (Duel) is great e-book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Bonhomme Richard vs Serapis: Flamborough Head 1779 (Duel) in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world with
ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Clara Demoss:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Bonhomme Richard vs Serapis: Flamborough Head 1779 (Duel) when you desired it?
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