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In 1955 on a visit to South Africa, Robert Ardrey became aware of the growing evidence that man had
evolved on the African continent from carnivorous, predatory stock, who had also, long before man,
achieved the use of weapons. A dramatist, Ardrey's interest in the African discoveries sprang less from
purely scientific grounds than from the radical new light they cast on the eternal question: Why do we
behave as we do? Are we naturally inclined towards war and weapons? From 1955 to 1961, Ardrey
commuted between the museums and libraries and laboratories of the North, and the games reserves and
fossil beds of Africa trying to answer that question. Eventually, his investigation expanded to include
nationalism and patriotism, private property and social order, hierarchy and status-seeking, even conscience.
All revealed roots in our most ancient animal beginnings and parallels in primate societies. African Genesis
is at once the story of an unprecedented personal search and a story of man that had never before been told. It
is a shocking book in that it challenges assumptions of human uniqueness that color every segment of
modern thought and every aspect of our daily life. While evolutionary science has advanced markedly since
Ardrey's times, his insights on human behavior have a timeless quality and African Genesis remains a classic
reference for anyone exploring life's biggest questions. Praise for the 1961 edition: “It is fate and fortune of
some books to mark or make a turning point in science and culture. This I believe African Genesis will do.”
Dr Harlow Shapley, Harvard University “The most enjoyable and stimulating book on the evolution of man
that has been published for some time.” The Nation “What this sensational book presents is a new and
radical interpretation of human behavior. Since Ardrey has written it with excitement, clarity and style, the
book will undoubtedly be widely read and cause widespread controversy. But African Genesis also deserves
the most serious attention on the part of scientists as well as laymen.” Dr Kenneth Oakley, Leading British
Anthropologist, Senior Principal Scientific Officer, British Museum “Mr Ardrey’s African Genesis is a
fascinating drama played on a very broad and deep stage of space, time, biological evolution and ideas. The
theme develops around man’s striving to collect evidence and to understand the relational orders and timed
sequences of living organisms. The search is for rational light on the true place of man himself in these biotic
orders, and in the vast sweeps of the controlling environments. In this high drama the characters enter, leave
relics and artifacts, act their roles as species, express their views and then exit. Among the characters are men
of prehistory, nonhuman primates and the searching scientists themselves. The latter quarrel and dispute,
cooperate and agree, strive for status and retreat from controversy. They are ‘humans’ as portrayed skillfully
by Ardrey. Nevertheless, they contribute to the slowly advancing understanding of man in his living world or
to what Ardrey describes as a revolution of biological conceptions.” C. R. Carpenter, Penn State University
“This quarrel about the innate nature of man began outside the gates of Eden, was continued by Darwin and
Wallace and now looms menacingly across the threshold of the United Nations. Mr Ardrey has peered into
our inner human darkness with wisdom gained from discoveries of natural history." Loren Eiseley, Benjamin
Franklin Professor of Anthropology and History of Science, University of Pennsylvania
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From reader reviews:

Emily Walker:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this African Genesis: A Personal
Investigation into the Animal Origins and Nature of Man (Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume
1) book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Paul Hill:

The experience that you get from African Genesis: A Personal Investigation into the Animal Origins and
Nature of Man (Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 1) could be the more deep you searching the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to understand but African Genesis: A Personal Investigation into the Animal Origins and Nature of Man
(Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 1) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this particular African Genesis: A Personal Investigation
into the Animal Origins and Nature of Man (Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 1) instantly.

Geneva Richardson:

The reserve with title African Genesis: A Personal Investigation into the Animal Origins and Nature of Man
(Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 1) includes a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist
in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Donna Willeford:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
African Genesis: A Personal Investigation into the Animal Origins and Nature of Man (Robert Ardrey's
Nature of Man Series) (Volume 1) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get just before. The African Genesis: A Personal Investigation into the Animal Origins and Nature of Man



(Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 1) giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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