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Braund presents the only annotated edition of Bernard Romans's rare and valuable 18th-century
account of his observations in the southeastern United States.

Bernard Romans's A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida, William Bartram's Travels, and
James Adair's History of the American Indian are the three most significant accounts of the southeastern
United States published during the late 18th century. This new edition of Romans's Concise Natural History,
edited by historian Kathryn Braund, provides the first fully annotated edition of this early and rare
description of both the European settled areas and the adjoining Indian lands in what are now the states of
Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.

Romans's purpose in producing his Concise Natural History was twofold: to aid navigators and shippers by
detailing the sailing passages of the region and to promote trade and settlement in the region. To those ends,
he provided detailed scientific observations on the natural history of the area, a summary of the region's
political history, and an assessment of the potential for economic growth in the Floridas based on the area's
natural resources.

A trained surveyor and cartographer and a self-taught naturalist, Romans supplied detailed descriptions of
the region's topography and environment, including information about the climate and weather patterns,
plants, animals, and diseases. He provided information about the state of scientific inquiry in the South and
touched on many of the most important intellectual arguments of the day, such as the origin of the races, the
practice of slavery, and the benefits and drawbacks of monopoly on trade.

In addition, Concise Natural History can be placed firmly in the genre of colonial promotional literature.
Romans's book was an enthusiastic guide aimed at those seeking to establish modest holdings in the region:

"What a field is open here! . . . No country ever had such inexhaustible resources; no empire had ever half so
many advantages combining in its behalf!" Romans explained how settlers should travel to the area, what
they would need in terms of provisions and tools, and what it would cost to have their land surveyed. In
addition to providing an abundance of practical advice, Romans also offered information about the history of
earlier settlements, including the earliest and most complete account of New Smyrna near St. Augustine.

Romans also presented unique information about the various Indian tribes he encountered. In fact, historians
agree that among the most useful portions of the book are Romans's descriptions of the largest Indian tribes
in the 18th-century Southeast: the Creeks, Choctaws, and Chickasaws. Romans's account of the diet of the
Creeks and Choctaws is one of the most complete available. And his description of the location of Choctaw
village sites is one of the best sources for this information.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Saucier:

Here thing why this A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with A
Concise Natural History of East and West Florida. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of A Concise Natural History of East and West
Florida in e-book can be your substitute.

Peggy Young:

This A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida are usually reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida can be one of
many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
you actually with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside
that this A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Erica Futch:

The reserve untitled A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida is the guide that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Ana Smith:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled A Concise
Natural History of East and West Florida the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The
A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida giving you another experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach



you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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