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Innocent. Invader. Lover. Thief. Sparrows are everywhere and wear many guises. Able to live in the Arctic
and the desert, from Beijing to San Francisco, the house sparrow is the most ubiquitous wild bird in the
world. They are the subject of elegies by Catullus and John Skelton and listed as “pretty things” in Sei
Shonagon’s Pillow Book—but they’re also urban vermin with shocking manners that were so reviled that
Mao placed them on the list of Four Pests and ordered the Chinese people to kill them on sight.
 
In Sparrow, award-winning science and natural history writer Kim Todd explores the bird's complex history,
biology, and literary tradition. Todd describes the difference between Old World sparrows, like the house
sparrow, which can nest in a garage or in an airport, and New World sparrows, which often stake their claim
to remote islands or meadows in the high Sierra. In addition, she looks at the nineteenth-century Sparrow
War in the United States—a battle over the sparrow’s introduction—which set the stage for decades of
discussions of invasive species. She examines the ways in which sparrows have taught us about evolution
and the shocking recent decline of house sparrows in cities globally—this disappearance of a bird that
seemed hardwired for success remains an ornithological mystery.
 
With lush illustrations, ranging from early woodcuts and illuminated manuscripts to contemporary wildlife
photography, this is the first book-length exploration of the natural and cultural history of this beloved,
reviled, and ubiquitous bird.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Attwood:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal) had been making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The publication Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal) is not only giving you far more new information but
also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship using the book Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal). You never really feel
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Edward Trotta:

This Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal) is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal
it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal)
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that
offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Maurice Conner:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal) this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he
makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Joan Toon:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book,
it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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