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During the tumultuous decade before the Civil War, no issue was more divisive than the pursuit and return of
fugitive slaves—a practice enforced under the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850. When free Blacks and their
abolitionist allies intervened, prosecutions and trials inevitably followed. These cases involved high legal,
political, and—most of all—human drama, with runaways desperate for freedom, their defenders seeking
recourse to a “higher law” and normally fair-minded judges (even some opposed to slavery) considering the
disposition of human beings as property.

Fugitive Justice tells the stories of three of the most dramatic fugitive slave trials of the 1850s, bringing to
vivid life the determination of the fugitives, the radical tactics of their rescuers, the brutal doggedness of the
slavehunters, and the tortuous response of the federal courts. These cases underscore the crucial role that
runaway slaves played in building the tensions that led to the Civil War, and they show us how “civil
disobedience” developed as a legal defense. As they unfold we can also see how such trials—whether of
rescuers or of the slaves themselves—helped build the northern anti-slavery movement, even as they pushed
southern firebrands closer to secession.

How could something so evil be treated so routinely by just men? The answer says much about how deeply
the institution of slavery had penetrated American life even in free states. Fugitive Justice powerfully
illuminates this painful episode in American history, and its role in the nation’s inexorable march to war.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Sawyer:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole
day to reading a e-book. The book Fugitive Justice: Runaways, Rescuers, and Slavery on Trial it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Catherine Stevenson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Fugitive Justice: Runaways, Rescuers, and
Slavery on Trial e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Fugitive Justice:
Runaways, Rescuers, and Slavery on Trial as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

Gay Swiderski:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. Fugitive Justice: Runaways, Rescuers, and Slavery on Trial can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Guadalupe Hauser:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Fugitive Justice: Runaways,
Rescuers, and Slavery on Trial.
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