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Socialism was man's most ambitious attempt to supplant religion with a doctrine claiming to ground itself in
"science." Indeed, no religion ever spread so far so fast. Yet while socialism had established itself as a fact of
life by the beginning of the 20th century, it did not create societies of abundance or give birth to "the New
Man." Each failure inspired new searches for the path to the promised land: revolution, communes, social
democracy, Communism, Fascism, Third World socialism. None worked, and some exacted staggering
human tolls. Then, after two hundred years of wishful thinking and fitful governance, socialism suddenly
imploded in a fin du siecle drama of falling walls and collapsing regimes. In Heaven on Earth, Joshua
Muravchik traces this fiery trajectory through sketches of the thinkers and leaders who developed the theory,
led it to power, and presided over its collapse. We see such dreamers and doers as the French revolutionary
Gracchus Babeuf, whose "Conspiracy of Equals" were the first to try to outlaw private property; Robert
Owen, who hoped to plant a model socialist utopia in the United States; Friedrich Engels, who created the
cult of Karl Marx and "scientific" socialism; Benito Mussolini, self proclaimed socialist heretic and inventor
of Fascism; Clement Attlee, who rejected the fanatics and set out to build socialism democratically in
Britain; Julius Nyerere, who merged social democracy and communism in the hope of making Tanzania a
model for the developing world; and Mikhail Gorbachev, Deng Xiaoping and Tony Blair, who became
socialism's inadvertent undertakers. Muravchik's accomplishment in Heaven on Earth is to tell a story filled
with character and event while at the same time giving us an epic chronicle of a movement that tried to turn
the world upside down--and for a time succeeded.
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From reader reviews:

Susanne Pineda:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism book is readable simply
by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Eddie Bussell:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism as your
daily resource information.

Arlene Wilson:

Often the book Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism has a lot associated with on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after looking over this book.

Brenda Villa:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of
Socialism.
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